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Abstract:

This study analyzes the Trajectory of Turkish—Saudi relations from 2002 to 2025, based on the Regional Role Theory, which
posits that state policies are shaped according to their perception of their role, position, and functions within the regional
system. The study finds that Turkey’s regional role since the rise of the Justice and Development Party in 2002 was shaped
around the “central Turkey” vision, characterized by a broad engagement with the Middle East, which encouraged the
development of close security and economic partnerships with Saudi Arabia during the first decade.

However, the emergence of a traditional Saudi role, focused on preserving the existing regional order and its balances, contrasted with a
proactive Turkish role seeking to reshape the Arab environment after the Arab Spring uprisings, resulting in structural clashes in
perceptions, values, and interests between 2011 and 2018. Turkey attempted to reproduce the regional order by supporting political Islam
and expanding its influence in Syria, Iraq, and the Gulf region, whereas Saudi Arabia adopted a counter-role aimed at maintaining stability
and preventing radical change. Nevertheless, the post-2019 period reveals a redefinition of both countries’ regional roles due to economic,
security, and international shifts, particularly in light of Saudi Vision 2030 and Turkey’s economic crisis, leading to a rapprochement and
a new pattern of role convergence based on pragmatic cooperation rather than ideological competition. Accordingly, this analysis
demonstrates that Turkish—Saudi relations essentially reflect a dynamic interplay of competing and coordinating regional roles, with their
future likely to shift from rivalry toward a functional partnership grounded in mutual interests and capabilities.

Keywords: Ideological competition, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, regional roles, regional order.
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